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Histological report (Dr. I. Muende). The epidermis shows hyperkeratosis with a wellformed stratum granulosum. The capille are very widened. Blood-capillaries and lymphspaces are markedly dilated. In the pars reticularis there are numerous cuboidal cells of an endothelial character containing refractile granules which take on polychromatic staining, with polychrome methylene blue stain. The condition is probably related on the one hand to " mast-cell nwvus " and on the other to urticaria pigmentosa.
Dr. I. MUENDE said that when he first saw this case he thought the lesion was a healing lichen planus. He was surprised, on going into the histology, to find that there were numerous mast-cells; these, he considered, placed the case definitely in the group of urticaria pigmentosa. One feature which made it differ from typical urticaria pigmentosa was that the mast-cells were more cuboidal, more of the endothelial type; in fact, it reminded him of Dr. Goldsmith's recent case of mast-cell nevus, in which the cells containing the " mast-cell granules " were truly cuboidal. The lesion is a raised warty tumour, the size of a split pea, on the radial aspect of the right wrist. It has been present five weeks, and from its livid appearance suggests a verruca necrogenica. When first seen there was a hard painless gland palpable in the axilla, but this has since become impalpable. Otherwise the child appears to be perfectly healthy.
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f;.-Histologtcal report.-Marked acanthosis with a peculiar keratinizatioil and attempts at concentric horny pearl formation, particularly in the lower parts of the rete pegs. At one part of the section the basal layer is very irregular and shows proliferating bands of epithelial cells growing into the corium. The upper parts of the corium are densely infiltrated with small round cells, a high percentage of which are of the plasma-cell type.
The histological appearances strongly suggest early malignant squamous-cell change.
T)i88c8sion.-Dr. I. MUENDE said that though the lesion was not a frank squamousepithelioma, it was sufficiently evil-looking to suggest that it was pre-malignant; there he breaking away of the squamous cells, but there was present that heavy infiltration of the corium which was seen in pre-malignant cases. The masses of plasma cells enabled one to rule out verrucose tuberculosis. In the latter there might not necessarily be giant cells, but the infiltration was usually of the lymphoid type. The PRESIDENT said he was not convinced that the process was a malignant one. A pronounced plasma-cell infiltration was common in epithelial new growths of the skin but it might be interpreted in the present case as an inflammatory reaction to an infection, and the gradual disappearance of the gland in the axilla seemed to accord with this alternative diagnosis.
Pemphigus Vegetans.-H. MACCORMAC, C.B.E., M.D. (President). E. A., an unmarried woman, aged 48, had facial paralysis when a girl, but otherwise has enjoyed good health. About ten months ago blisters appeared on the vulva, spreading to the left groin, and soon afterwards hypertrophic lesions appeared along the left inguinal fold. There have never been bullh in the mouth or axillae.
On admission a few bullam were present in the groin, together with an elongated irregular solid mass with a rough surface 612 in. in length, about I in. across and 1 in. high. Parallel to this on the inside of the main tumour is a similar but much smaller lesion. There is a moist secretion with an extremely offensive odour. On culture a heavy growth of a diphtheroid bacillus together with S. albus have been obtained. It is to be noted that B. pyocyaneus, whiceh is usually present in this condition, was not grown. Wassermann reaction negative. Blood-count: R. B.C. 5,220,000; llb. 98%; W.B.C. 9,000. Differential: Polys. 51%; lymphos. 22%; monos. 3%; eosinos. 22%; basos. 2%. A section of the tumour shows marked acanthosis, pronounced dilatation of the blood-vessels and lymphatics in the corium, an infiltration of the dermis with polymorpbs and large numbers of eosinophil cells, and several characteristic intra-epidermal micro-abscesses containing large numbers of eosinophils.
This case may be regarded as an example of the benign form of pemphigus vegetans. When the patient wa-s first admitted to Middlesex Hospital the hypertrophic masses were treated with X-rays which, however, only slightly decreased their volume. In consultation with Mr. B. W. Windeyer it was then decided to implant
